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Teaching reading skills in English tothe middle school students (A2 level)

Annotation

Main problem: The article examines the issues concerning teaching reading skills to the middle school
students according to the updated program.

Purpose: The article analyses the course book “Excel” for 7" grade students on teaching reading skills.

Methods: The criteria of analyzing the course book contain the forms of text presentation, types and
situations modeled by the text, compliance with the level of English proficiency, age of students, information
content, and accessibility. It also includes assessment of course book texts for the development of reading for
general understanding of information (skimming), for identifying details (scanning) and reading with full
comprehension, as well as for the different types of tasks for reading.

Results and their significance: The texts in the course book correspond to the age characteristics of
adolescents, the level of English language proficiency (A2) and are developed according to the standard
curriculum.The most popular forms of text presentation are popular science texts and information about public
events. The situations in the texts are dominated by educational, most of all the mixed type of text prevailed.
There is a balance for the types of tasks developing reading for general understanding and reading for identifying
details which leads to the development of functional reading literacy. The types of reading tasks used are quite
diverse and contribute the development of communicative skills (pair work, group work, etc.). The misbalance of
tasks on developing low order and high order thinking skills can be solved through adding some tasks
developingHOTS.
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Introduction

The current situation in the educational system of Kazakhstan revealed a number of problems, including
an insufficient level of reading not only in the native language, but also in English.

Kazakhstani schoolchildren showed below average results of tests in the framework of the international
program for the assessment of educational achievements of students (PISA). In the PISA-2018 ranking,
Kazakhstan scored 423 points in mathematics (taking 53rd place), 387 points in reading (69th place) and
397 points in natural sciences (68th place).

Thus there is an urgent need to develop the functional literacy which is considered as the ability to use
all acquired knowledge, abilities and skills to solve the widest possible range of life tasks in various spheres of
human activity, communication and social relations [1]. Reading literacy as a part of functional literacy is one of
the main characteristics necessary for self-development and self-education of students.

One of the ways to change the situation in the field of functional literacy development in Kazakhstan is
the updated curriculum. It aims to build 21st century qualities and skills in students, such as critical thinking and
the development of functional literacy.

The aim of the article is to analyze the English course book "Excel" for grade 7 in terms of the
development of the functional literacy. The course book has been developed in accordance with the curriculum
of the updated educational content. The main focus is reading skills and how this skill is reflected at the course
book.

According to the researchers, reading literacy is defined as the learner's ability to understand, use,
reflect and work with written texts to achieve their goals, develop their knowledge and potential, and participate
in the life of society [2; 29].

Thus reading is about understanding written texts. It is a complex activity that involves both perception
and thought. Reading consists of two related processes: word recognition and comprehension. Word recognition
refers to the process of perceiving how written symbols correspond to one's spoken language. Comprehension is
the process of making sense of words, sentences and connected text. Readers typically make use of background
knowledge, vocabulary, grammatical knowledge, experience with text and other strategies to help them
understand written text [3; 6].

In other words, learning to read is an important educational goal. For both children and adults, the
ability to read opens up new worlds and opportunities. It enables us to gain new knowledge, enjoy literature, and
do everyday things that are part and parcel of modern life, such as, reading the newspapers, job listings,
instruction manuals, maps and so on. Most people learn to read in their native language without difficulty. Many,
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but not all, learn to read as children. Some children and adults need additional help. Yet others learn to read a
second, third or additional language, with or without having learned to read in their first language. Reading
instruction needs to take into account different types of learners and their needs. Research has shown that there is
a great deal of transfer from learning to read in one language to learning to read in a second language [3; 6].

As G. Dean noted in contrast to learning grammar, improving pronunciation, vocabulary, writing skills,
reading has a unique feature. During reading, students interact not only with the direct language of instruction,
but also with the information presented in the text [4]. This means that they acquire new knowledge, get
acquainted with facts from different spheres and someone else's point of view regarding any issues. The
information presented in the text can relate to a wide variety of aspects of human life: from the description of the
emotional interaction of people in works of art and the narration of historical events, to the explanation of
scientific concepts and cultural and social phenomena [4]. For instance, children and adults who are learning to
read in a language different from their native language will also need to learn about the culture of the second or
foreign language. Because texts are written with a specific audience in mind, cultural knowledge is present in
texts and it is assumed that the reader is familiar with such knowledge [3; 6-7].

British methodologist Penny Ur underlines some characteristics of teenagers influencing their learning
in general. The learning potential of adolescents is greater that of young children, and they are beginning to use
more conscious, explicit strategies for language learning. For example you can start to use explanation of
grammatical rules with them. There is an added factor of adolescent-specific problems of identity, relationships,
physical change and so on, which make it more difficult for them to concentrate [5; 264].

In other words, different approaches to teaching reading in a foreign language reflect not only general
trends in the theory of learning and teaching a language, but also the development of reading theories, which
include new psycholinguistic approaches, interactive models, and social and critical theories about reading. All
of these approaches were developed with a pragmatic goal of creating an effective foreign language reader [6].

Penny Ur notes that effective reading includes several features: motivation of readers to read, their
awareness of the purpose of reading, the use of different strategies for reading different texts, the availability and
use of basic information, prediction, selective attention to finding the main ideas in the text, clear language and
content, automatic recognition of common phrases. To help learners become effective foreign language readers,
teachers can encourage them to have more successful reading experiences, give them interesting pre-reading
tasks, and give them time to read [5; 143].

In addition to the cognitively complex activity of reading itself, the learners have to take on the
requirements of achieving comprehension and negotiating meaning in a language that is not their mother tongue.
For them, the natural enjoyment and fulfillment of automatic reading and reading for pleasure must come second
to the practical demands of interpreting the different possibilities of grammar, syntax, structure, and genre. The
process of acquiring second language reading skills in English is made even more taxing for students such as
those in Korea, whose indigenous script is made up of non-roman characters (e.g. Korean Hangul, Hebrew,
Arabic, Bengali, Indian, and Cyrillic) [7].

Materials and methods

In order to achieve the aim of the research the criteria for evaluating the course book "Excel" for
students in grade 7 in English have been developed. The main emphasis was placed on the formation of the
ability to read in English. We studied the content of the English course book “Excel” for 7th grade students
developed by the British methodologists Virginia Evans, Jenny Dooley and Bob Obi at Express Publishing
(Almaty).

In our analysis, we relied on the requirements presented in the report on the results of the international
research PISA-2015. As a result, nineteen criteria were developed (Table 1). The criteria contain the forms of
text presentation, types and situations modeled by the text, compliance with the level of English proficiency, age
of students, information content, and accessibility. It also includes assessment of course book texts for the
development of reading for general understanding of information (skimming), for identifying details (scanning)
and reading with full reading comprehension (reading for detailed comprehension), as well as for the types of
tasks used including thinking skills tasks according to the Bloom's taxonomy.

Table 1 — Evaluation criteria for English course book "Excel™ for teaching reading for students in grade 7
Assessment criterion for a course book on the formation of | 1 matches 2 partially 3 does not
reading skills matches match
1. Formsoftextpresentation:
-fiction

- popularsciencetexts

- officialdocuments

- informationaboutpublicevents v

AEN
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Continue of the table 1

2. Situation
-personal v
-public 4
- educational v
- business v
3. Type of text
-linear v
- non-linear v
-mixed v
-composite v
4. Reading texts correspond to the theme of the calendar- 4
thematic plan
5. The reading texts correspond to the students' level of
English proficiency:
Grade 7 - A2 level v
6. Reading texts are age-appropriate v
7. Reading texts generate interest and motivation for v
learners to learn
8. The amount of text to read is consistent with the v
objectives of the assignment
9. Information content(there is new information for v
students in the text)
10. Availability of information:
- accessible language of the text, 4
- clarity, intelligibilityinpresentation
11. Highlightedkeywordsavailable v
12 .There is a glossary / word bank for better 4
understanding of the text
13. There are graphic organizers for better understanding
of the text:
- Images v
-Pictures v
- Diagrams v
- Tables
- Schemes
- Maps
14. Reading texts are aimed at developing the following 4
reading skills:
- reading for general understanding of information /
skimming (reading for gist)
15.The text is aimed at developing the following reading
skills:
- Reading to identify details / scanning v
16. The text is aimed at developing the following reading
skills:
- reading with a full understanding of the content, v
including details / reading for detailed comprehension
17. Types of reading assignments:
Match the headings with the paragraphs v
True or false v
Multiple choice v
Open-ended questions v
Put the paragraphs into the correct order v
Missing sentences v
Complete the sentences about the text v
Vocabulary in a text v
The writer’s opinion or reader’s response v
18. Does the course book contain the following steps for a
reading task: v
v

- pre-reading task
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Continue of the table 1
-while —reading task v
- post — reading task
19. Bloom’s Taxonomy v
Tasks for the development of HOTS/LOTS skills

Results

After analyzing the content of the eight modules of the English coursebook"Excel" for students in grade
7, we came to the following conclusions.The texts in the course book correspond to the age characteristics of
adolescents, the level of English language proficiency (A2) and are developed according to the standard
curriculum.

The most popular forms of text presentation are popular science texts and information about public
events. The situations in the texts are dominated by educational, regarding the types of texts were used all, but
most of all the mixed type of text prevailed.

The balance of tasks for the development of reading for general understanding and reading for
identifying details (24-30) contribute to the development of students' ability to extract and use material from the
texts in accordance with the goals of the given tasks. As it’s well known these skills are key to developing
reading literacy.

As for the types of reading tasks used, they are quite diverse. So, the coursebook presents tasks for
finding true and false statements, tasks for multiple choice, tasks in which a detailed answer is required, and
tasks in which it is required to find a word in the text and compare headings with paragraphs, which allows
students to find out if understanding has been achieved, as well as developing reading skills.

The presence of tasks for the development of higher order skills (HOTS) contribute to the development
of critical thinking skills, which is the goal of the national updated educational program. But the imbalance of
tasks for the formation of skills of a higher order, which is more than 20% in the 7th grade coursebook (84-24),
speaks of its lack and may affect the development of students' skills in arguing, analyzing and developing
creativity.

Reading tasks include real life situations that students may face in the future. The texts of the
coursebook also contain linguistic and cultural information and it can be comparable with the information of
other subjects.

Discussion

In the English textbook “Excel”, the ratio of tasks for the formation of reading skills is distributed with
an emphasis on the development of reading for details (scanning). The ability to understand what you read, find
and extract the necessary information from the general context, use it, reflect and reason your answer are key
aspects of PISA and affect reading literacy, which is one of the most important characteristics necessary for self-
development and self-education of students. It’ll be effective for the formation of reading skills that other school
subjects couldpredominantly develop scanning at their lessons including integrated lessons (e.g. Biology in
English, etc.).

The use of three types of tasks - pre, while and post - allow students to better understand the meaning of
what they read. After all, the pre-reading tasks help students prepare for reading and motivate them to read,
while the post - reading tasks help to understand how students have mastered the text.

There is an imbalance in the number of tasks aimed at developing lower-order skills (LOTS) and
higher-order skills (HOTS). English language teachers should pay close attention to this fact, since such an
imbalance can lead to the inability of students to think critically.

Conclusion

Thus, the analysis of the English coursebook "Excel" for grade 7 with the help of the assessment criteria
shows how effectively reading skills are developed according to the updated content of education for middle
school students.The texts from the course book basically match to the criteria of the analysis including the forms
of text presentation, types and situations modeled by the text, compliance with the level of English proficiency,
age of students, information content, and accessibility. It also contributes to the development of reading for
general understanding of information (skimming), for identifying details (scanning) and reading for detailed
comprehension), as well as to the types of tasks.

The English course book "Excel" for grade 7 develops reading skills of the learners in accordance with
the modern methodology of the English language teaching for teenagers. The use of the course book together
with additional teaching materials will help learners in their reading and comprehension of texts of different
genres and subjects.
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OpTta MeKkTen OKYIIbLIAPBIH AFBUIIIBIH TiJTiHe OKBITYFa YiipeTy epeKileikTepi
(tin penreiii A2)

Makanaa >xaHapThlIFaH OarapiiaMa OONBIHIIA OpPTa MEKTEI OKYIIBIIAPBIH OKY JaFbUIapblHa YHPETY
Mocerenepi KapacThIpbliaasl. Makanaa 7-ChIHBIN OKYIIBIIAPBIH OKY JafAblIapblHa yipery OoibiHmma «Excel»
KYPCTHIK KiTaOBI TanganFad. KypcThIK KiTanThl Tajnay KpUTSpUIIIEpiHIe MOTIH/I YCHIHY (hopManapbl, MOTIHMEH
MoJeniHAe OepiTeHTUNTEp MEH jKaFaaiiap, aFbUIIIBIH TUTIH OUTy JEHrediHe COHKeCTiri, OKYIIBUIAPIBIH Kac
MeJmIepi, akmapaT Ma3MyHBI JKOHE KOJI JKeTiMaurik Oap. OraH akmapaTTapIbl JKallbl TYCIHY VINIH OKYZIBI
JlaMbITyFa (CKUMMHHIKE), erKel-TerKeisaeplii aHplKTayFa (CKaHeplieyre) yoHe TOJIBIK TYCIHIN OKyFa apHallFaH
OKY/IbIH 1aMybl YIIIIH, COHBIMEH KaTap OKyFa apHaJFaH TarchlpMalap/bIH 9p TYPJl TypJiepi YIIiH KypCTBIK KiTall
MOTiH/IepiH Oaranay Kipei. KypcThIK KiTanTarbl MOTIHIEP KacOCHIPIMIEPAIH Kac epeKLIeTiKTepiHe, aFblIIIbIH
TiNiH Oiny aeHreitine (A2) colikec Kellelli )oHe TUITIK OKY JKOCIapblHa ColiKec d3ipsieHreH. MaTiH/Il YChIHYABIH
€H TaHbIMan (opmaiapbl - FbUIBIMU-KOILIUIK jXKoHEe OYKapaiblK ic-liapanap Typajibl aKnapaTThIK MOTiHIEP.
Marinnepaeri xarasTrap HeriziHeH OutiM Oepyze 6ackiM, keOiHece apajac MATiH Typi 00iibl. DyHKIMOHAIIBI
OKY CayaTTBUIBIFBIHBIH JaMbITATBIHXKAWTTAPABl aHBIKTAYy VIOIH JKaIbl TYCIHY YIIIH OKYyJbl JaMBITAaThIH
TamcelpMa TYpJIepi VINiH Teme-TeHmiKk Oap. OKy TamnchIpMaNapblHBIH TYpJiepi KOMMYHHUKATHBTI JKOHE op
TYPILIAFIBUIAPABI JAMBITYFA BIKIAN €Tedl (GKYIITHIK, TONTHIK XYMBIC JKoHE T.0.). TOMEH TOpTINTi )KOHE KOFapHI
oifmay KaOimeTTepiH nmambITy OOWBIHINA TarceipMmanapAblH TeHrepimcisairin JKBT-HeimamMbITaTBIH - KeiOip
TarnchIpMaxapabl OipiKTipy apKBUIBI MIETyTe OOa b,

Ty#in ce3nep: GyHKIMOHAIIBIK CAyaTTBUIBIK, OPTa MEKTEI, aFBUIIIBIH TiJIi.

I'.A. Xamutosa®, B.B. EpMaHOBa2
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2
Hazap6aes MHTemneKkTyanpHas MIK0Ia XUMHUKO-0HOIOTHYECKOT0 HanpasieHus, Kazaxcran

Oco0enHOCTH 00y4eHHS YTCHUIO HA AHTVIMICKOM fI3bIKe YYaIMXCH CPEHUX KJIACCOB
(YypoBeHB fi3bIKa A2)

B crarbe paccMmarpuBaroTCsi BONPOCH OOYYEHMs HaBBIKAM UYTEHHUS y4alllUXCs CPEJHHUX KIJIACCOB IIO
OOHOBIICHHOW mporpamme, aHamusupyercs ydeOHMK «Excel» g ywammxcs 7-X KiaccoB 10 00y4EHHIO
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HaBbIKaM uTcHHs. Kpurepuum aHanm3a ydeOHUKA coAepikaT (pOPMBI M3JIO0KEHUS TCKCTA, THUIIBI U CUTYAIUH,
MO/JICTIUPYEMbI€ TEKCTOM, COOTBETCTBHE YPOBHIO BIAJCHUS AHIVIMICKAM SI3BIKOM, BO3pacTy CTY/IEHTOB,
MH()OPMALMOHHOMY HAMOJHEHHIO M IOCTYHHOCTH. OH TaKKe BKJIIOYAET OLEHKY TEKCTOB Y4EOHHKOB [UIs
Pa3BHUTHA YTEHUS, OOIIETO MOHUMAaHKS WHPOpMaIH (OETIbIA POCMOTP), BRIABICHUS JeTallel (CKaHUPOBAHHE)
M YTEHHs C MOJHBIM MMOHUMAHHEM, a TaKKe JJIsi Pa3jIMYHbIX THUIOB 33JaHuil 10 4TeHUt0.TeKkCcThl B yueOHHKE
COOTBETCTBYIOT BO3PACTHBIM XapaKTEPUCTHKAM IMOJPOCTKOB, YPOBHIO BIAJICHHs aHTJIMUCKUM S3bIKOM (A2) u
pa3paboTaHbl MO CTaHAAPTHOW y4eOHO# mporpamme. IlomynspHeiME (GopMaMu TOAa4YM TEKCTOB SIBISIOTCS
HAYYHBIC TSKCTHI U UH(POPMAITUSI O MACCOBBIX MEPONIPHUATHSIX. B TEKCTax mpeoOiagaroT yueOHbIC CUTYAIUH, THIT
TEKCTa — MPEUMYIIECTBCHHO cMemaHHbii. CymecTByer OanaHc MEXIy THIIAMU 3ajad, Pa3BHUBAIONIUX UTCHUC
JUI OOIIero MOHUMAHUS W YTCHUC JJI BBISIBICHHS JETalicH, YTO MPHUBOIMWT K Pa3BUTUIO (DYHKIIMOHAIBHOU
rpaMOTHOCTH. THIBI 3aIaHMIA, UCTIONB3YEMBIX JJISl YTCHHUS, JIOBOJIBHO Pa3HOOOPa3HBI M CIOCOOCTBYIOT PA3BUTHIO
KOMMYHHUKATHBHBIX HaBBIKOB: pa0oTe B mape, B rpymie u T.n. HecOamaHCHMpPOBaHHOCTH 3a/a4 MO Pa3BUTHUIO
HABBIKOB MBIILICHUS HU3KOTO U BBICOKOTO TOPSIKA MOXKET OBbITh pellicHa MyTeM J00aBIeHUsT HEKOTOPBIX 3a/1a4
o pazsuruto HOT.
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